May 11th, 2008
Hi
Well, first of all, its ‘Happy Birthday’ to Gavin for Wednesday. Take your pick of birthday cards! Actually, these are the ones I used last year!
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I started exercise again this past week. Began each session with 10 minutes each of skipping and (slower) running. The swimming pool water is quite warm already at about 260C. 

In HK, there is a growing concern about the loss or theft of personal data held on computers. Some months ago, police files ended up on the Internet. This past week, the Hospital Authority ‘lost’ several ‘memory sticks’ with data on patients. Next, HSBC lost a server during renovation at its Kwun Tong branch which held personal data on about 160 000 customers. The bank lamely blamed the lost on theft instead of admitting its own security system was at fault; it was severely criticised for this. Then data from the Immigration Department appeared on the Internet, including that on people who have not been allowed into HK. This happened when a new employee took a drive home to study and uploaded it to a file-sharing system! 
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Your probably saw that the Olympic torch reached the top of Mt Everest the other day. (This was a different torch from the main one moving around the world, though it was lit from the main torch.) In HK and China there are more cases reported of children getting the Ev-71 virus, the one that causes human hand, foot and mouth disease. Some kindergartens in HK have been ordered to close down for several weeks and to be thoroughly disinfected as children with the virus had been attending the schools.

Good to hear from Gavin, that he won his case. It was also good to view the video of the flight path of the two helicopters; this made things much clearer than reading or hearing about how the accident happened. 
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I saw a couple of interesting documentaries. The first was about an Air Canada 767 that crash landed in 1983 after running out of fuel due to having only half the amount of fuel it should have had.  The 767 was the first(?) Boeing jetliner to switch to the metric system, measuring fuel loads in kilograms rather than pounds. Unfortunately, the ground crew measured the amount of fuel in pounds, and a lb is only about ½ a kg. Also the fuel gauges in the cockpit were not working so the pilots did not know what had happened. The pilot brought the plane down on an old military airstrip he knew of, though what he did not know was that it had been converted into a drag-racing strip and was in use on that day. Fortunately, racing had just finished. The pilot, who was also a glider pilot, had to fly the plane like a glider and to lose height in order to land, carried out manoeuvres sometimes used in gliders but never in jetliners, for example, banking the aircraft at about 600 (!!) while turning it at an angle to the direction it is flying. The manoeuvre worked and the plane landed safely, albeit with the nose wheel not down. There were no fatalities and following repairs, the plane flew again was in commercial use (shown in picture) until it was ‘retired’ last January. For more interesting information, go to:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gimli_Glider
The other documentary was a ‘60 minutes’ item on a Dr Paul Farmer of Harvard MS who started an organisation called ‘Partners in Health' which builds hospitals in very poor countries, such as Haiti and Rwanda, and provides free services. Have you heard of him, Leonie? 
Tomorrow is a public holiday for Buddha’s birthday.

That’s it for now.

Cheers
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